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130 Main Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095

Grand Knight’s Message
Dear Brother Knights
The Christmas Season is wrapping up and many of us will return to
the hustle and bustle of everyday life in a few weeks. Our work
never seems to be finished when we hope to have it, and that
seems to be the norm, even at our esteemed council.
Many Knights at the Council were extremely busy with their own
Christmas preparations but still found a way to give their time to run
an Advent Breakfast, a Manger Lighting, attend a Christmas Social
or hand out gifts to Veterans over at the Menlo Park Veterans
Home. Knights also donated $700.00 to St James and the
Woodbridge P.A.C.E Program.
rd

On February 23 we will be hosting a Baby and Woman’s Benefit
to collect donations for the Perth Amboy Pregnancy Crises Center
and a woman’s shelter. A $10.00 donation of products/supplies is
all we are looking for, please read the section on Page 4 for more
information, and contribute to a great cause.
On another note, I would be doing a great injustice by not saying
thank you to all of you who have worked tirelessly for the Council
the first 6 Months of my term. We have another 6 months to go and
during those months we should continue thinking membership the
whole time. Let’s take time to ask a person “Are you a Knight”?
Lead by example; keep negativity and pessimism at bay by
showing what makes us proud to be Knights. We forge ahead
despite hitting bumpy roads with Council bills, membership
attendance, and council activity support, yet we come out healthier
and better because we become tighter as a group, and closer to
one another as brother Knights. The bottom line is we need more
Knights to come down to the council and help us, run for an officer
position or make a onetime $25.00 donation to the Council house
fund if you haven’t done so. You matter to me and you matter to the
council.
As Knights we need to take time to pray for one another and we
need to look at our own spiritual and moral compasses. I ask that
you assist those in need and stay firm in your Catholic roots. Be
proud to be Catholic.
Vivat Jesus!

James J. Matits
Grand Knight, Council #857

Editor’s Note:
The Council Compass is published monthly, except
August. Any member wishing to submit an article or notice
for publication may e-mail it to Jim Matits the newsletter
editor, at gk@woodbridgekofc.org, no later than 20
(twenty) days before the end of the month. All inclusions
are subject to approval by the Grand Knight.
If you are planning on moving, please notify the
council with your new address so you don’t miss any issues
of the newsletter.
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Knight of the Month

Sick or In Distress

December 2013

John C. Brower
Our Knight of the Month for December is John Brower. John was active in
helping to decorate the Council hall and bar area and did a great job. John
gathered the Christmas Carols and handouts and assisted in the hall cleanup
at the manger lighting and was on hand to distribute scarves and hats at the
Veterans Home. John continues to serve in a trustee role while providing
invaluable guidance to me during my term as Grand Knight. Thanks John for
all your help.

Urgent: St. James Food Pantry
Currently the Food Pantry is at full capacity thanks to all who have been
providing food, and support. In January I’m sure they will be looking to
gather more food and supplies. It would be greatly appreciated if
everyone coming to the hall for a meeting, or just to watch sports, would
bring with them one or two canned goods for a donation to the St.
James Food Pantry.
As always, our support for the food drive is greatly appreciated by Msgr.
Cicerale and the St. James Food Pantry.
Items needed: pancake mix & syrup, canned meat, pasta sauce, jelly, baked
beans, boxed potatoes, canned ravioli, canned meatballs, canned pasta,
spaghetti O’s, coffee, tea, and cereal.

1-1
1-1
1-3
1-4
1-5
1-5
1-5
1-6
1-7
1-9
1-10
1-10
1-12
1-12
1-12
1-13
1-13
1-13
1-15
1-17
1-17
1-18
1-19

Dennis J. Valetutto
Robert J. Minkler Sr.
Daniel Osborne
John P Reager
Rev Kevin P Duggan
Robert Yavorsky
Stanley Kowaleski
Terence Napravnik
Frederick Johler
Frank Kovacs

All Members of the Armed Services
All Victims of Abortion

Our thoughts and prayers go
out to the aforementioned
and their families
If you know a Brother Knight or member of a Knight’s
family who is sick or in distress, contact the Knights of
Columbus at 732-634-9783
If you know of a Brother Knight who has passed away,
please contact GK Jim Matits
at 732-874-2170

Need a Ride?

Happy Birthday! January 2013
John J. Hoagland Sr
Robert E. Hugelmeyer
Paul Goetz
Sean E McSherry
Russell DeStefano
Robert J. Hugelmeyer
Martin Minkler
Robert S. Golden
Charles Pickard
Michael Oneil
Frank Ramos
Leslie Mayer
Edward Burda Jr
John Golden
Vincent Russo
Luis Loso
Saidu Mamman
Adolph Stegmaier
Joseph Zega
John M Kunak
Tom Suchy
Pascal Dougboh
John R Kennan

Barbara Langon Wayne McCormack
Pat Keenan
Betty Sullivan
Nunzio
Willy Sorensen
Frank Zilai, PGK
Trish Matits
The Fergusons
Laura Kukoly
Alan Minkler
The Lennan Family
Francis Andrascik
Al Graf
Marlene Stoever
Paul White
Rose Mandala
Don Alena
Joe Cardella
Evelyn Nagy
John Letso Family
Lorraine Schultz
Cecilia Troyano
Lee Jordan

1-19
1-22
1-22
1-22
1-25
1-25
1-26
1-28
1-30
1-31

If any member needs a ride to a
meeting or one of our affairs, please
call one of the Officers listed on
page 1. We will make every effort to
accommodate your needs.

Rinky Dink Winners
Joe Geis
13pts

Attendance Pool
Joe Subyak
25pts

Knights of Columbus Degree Updates
Degrees are offered throughout the Columbian year (except during the summer months). If you are a 1st
or 2nd degree member and want to continue your journey to Knighthood, please contact Robert Golden,
PGK at 732-596-2115 or e-mail RobertGolden@topproducer.com. Every effort is made to coordinate
degrees with members and candidates, please make every effort to keep scheduled appointments.
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Columbian Club Report
Brothers:
The current House Fund collected to date is $850.00; thanks to all of you who have sent in your payments. If we can
maintain a healthy House Fund then the rest of our everyday expenses can be maintained through many of our other
charitable events.
The Columbian Club continues to look for new ways to save money and make money. The Monday Night Football has
been a huge success this year and I owe Ed Lenart our Hall Chairman a big thank you for that. W e have a couple of
playoff championship games coming up and the super bowl. Please come down for some great food and support of
the events.
On a positive note our club is starting to turn profits due to the bar socials and hall rentals. We have to keep it up
though as many bills like insurance hit us in early 2013 and they are the heavier ones.
We are also streamlining our bar orders and instead of ordering to save a few dollars on a big order, we have scaled
back our orders and now buy less. Once our stock gets low we reorder so we can turn our inventory over and keep
more cash on hand and fresher items. We are always looking for ways to do things better so if you have ideas come
down to our meetings and share them, it’s your club too.
We also have some minor repairs that will need to be addressed in the short time frame. The sink in the back bar could
use two new knobs and the water line under the bar for the cleaning sinks needs to be replaced or sealed.
We could also use some free help or some discounted price help with our bathroom work efforts. One toilet has to be
replaced due to a crack in the tank, and that work will be done in the short time frame by our District Deputy Mike
Choma and PGK Jim Sullivan – Thanks guys.
Lastly Brother Danny Langon is looking into what grants we may be able to apply for as a nonprofit charitable
organization and will brief us in the upcoming months.

Vivat Jesus!

James J. Matits
Columbian Club President
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Columbian Club
Bar Hours
Monday–Thursday: ........................... 4:00 PM to 11:00 PM
Friday: .............................................. 4:00 PM to 12:00 AM
Saturday: ........................................ 10:00 AM to 11:00 PM
Sunday: .......................................... 12:00 PM to 11:00 PM

All guests must sign in

*Right to Life*
Please Join Us in Prayer Each Week
Every Saturday from 9am–11am, local Right to Life
supporters, including fellow Knights of Columbus, pray the
rosary for an end to abortion at 228 Main Street,
Woodbridge NJ. Come down and show your support

(Required by the ABC to maintain our liquor license)

Knights of Columbus Motorcycle Ministry
The mission of the Ministry is to expand the scope of the Knights of Columbus exposure to the community, expand our
charitable works by organizing motorcycle rides and participating in other organizations’ rides, and to get our Brother
Knights out on their bikes socially. The Ministry follows the Knights of Columbus ideals: Charity, Unity, Fraternity and
Patriotism. For more information, or to join this branch of our organization (a motorcycle is NOT required to join), please
feel free to contact Mr. Ed Eismont at 732-754-4433 or e-mail EEismont22@verizon.net.

Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree
The Fourth Degree is the degree of Patriotism. The color corp makes this degree the most visible of our order. If you
wish to continue your journey as a Knight of Columbus and join the Fourth Degree, please feel free to contact Faithful
Navigator Mr. John C. Brower, PGK at 732-690-6200 or e-mail jcbrower@gmail.com.

Special Announcements
On Saturday February 23rd the Knights of Columbus and Friends will be hosting a special event to support the Perth
Amboy Pregnancy Crises Center and a Woman’s Shelter (Great Expectations) that Father Charlie has spoken about in
the past. We are looking for folks to drop by with baby bottles, baby wipes, hooded towels, receiving blankets, onesies
(newborn size), sleepers (newborn size), bibs, mittens (newborn), and diapers (newborn size or small). For the
woman’s shelter I will have that information at a later date on what to donate. Come down and drop of your donation
and support the great organizations in need.
On March 8th Friday we will be hosting an appreciation event for those that have been lending a helping hand over the
past year with many of our KOFC events. We want to say thank you to all the organizations that have been helping us
and special individuals as well. More event details will follow in February.

Kn i ght s o f Co l u mbu s - B e nef i t s o f Me mber s h ip
Being a member of the Knights of Columbus is an opportunity to be part of the largest Catholic lay organization in the world.
Being an insured member means youÕ
v e taken f ull advantage of the benefits of membership. Avail yourself and your family of
our f ull line of life insurance, retirement and long-term care products and youÕ
ll help chart a course to safe waters in your
financial future.
In addition to our strong, secure products; there are Family Fraternal Benefits that can help our members facing unique needs.
Many of these benefits are unique to the Knights of Columbus and our members. Some of these benefits include: guaranteed
life insurance benefits for uninsurable children, death benefits available f or stillborn or miscarried children, orphan benefits,
and member/spouse accidental death benefits.
To learn more about these benefits, please make an appointment with our Field Agent, Brother James Fischetti:

M r. James Fisc hetti 1-917-573-9751
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From our Worthy Chaplain . . . Msgr. Charles Cicerale
what I did and look at me now. I’m just as happy as can
be.”

Dear People of God-Holy Ones,
Blessed Advent as we draw close now to Holy Christmas!
In today’s Gospel we hear: ‘The crowds asked John the
Baptist, ‘What should we do?’ (Lk 3:10-18)
Here is a story with an answer!
Whitney Kropp is a 16 year old sophomore at Ogemaw
Heights High School in West Branch, Michigan. “She is
quiet and shy, a self-described “outcast.” Whitney is not
one of the popular or cool kids. This fall, to her surprise,
she was nominated as the sophomore representative for
this year’s Homecoming Court.
At first she was shocked and excited, until she learned that
her election was a cruel prank. Some kids thought it would
be fun if an unpopular student won; once they got Whitney
elected, they wasted no time mocking her in the halls and
posting their taunts on Face Book.
The popular football player voted to escort her withdrew
his name because he didn’t want to be linked with her.
Whitney said she felt “like trash;” she was so embarrassed
at being “this big old joke” at school she thought about
killing herself. But her family and friends, especially her
mom and sister, urged her to stay on the Homecoming
Court.
As word of the prank spread through town, the community
rallied around her. Local businesses provided Whitney’s
Homecoming gown, jewelry, shoes, make-up and
hairstyling. Friends made up Team Whitney T-shirts to
wear when she was introduced at the Homecoming
football game.
So Whitney stuck with it, and wowed the crowds at
Homecoming. Because of the love and concern of those
closest to her, Whitney had the last laugh.
Whitney doesn’t know who engineered the prank, but had
this message for other students dealing with the bullying:
“Don’t let {the bullies} bring you down. Stand up for what
you believe in and go with your heart and your gut. That’s

What started out as a heartless and cruel prank on a 16
year old girl turned into a moment of grace for the
community who stood by her; what could have been a
devastating embarrassment for Whitney (with tragic
consequences perhaps) turned into a singularly prophetic
stand against bullying. One young woman’s humiliation
brought a community together.
The compassion extended to Whitney and Whitney’s
brave response to the bullies is the “good news” preached
by John the Baptizer. What happened in West Branch is a
sign of the “expectation” that “fills” every human heart for
the coming of God’s kingdom of justice, peace, and
reconciliation.
In the baptism initiated by John, we are called to be
witnesses of God’s love by the love we extend to others;
we are called to be precursors of his justice by our
unfailing commitment to what is right and good for others;
we are called to be reflections of the light of God’s Christ
in our forgiveness, mercy, and compassion for others; we
are called to imitate the example of Christ the Servant in
our humble, joy- filled service to others.
Blessings and Grace;
Msgr. Charlie
Pastor
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Right to Life Report
There are two recent events, to which I ask you to direct your thoughts.
First, Belgium has had a euthanasia law in effect for the past 10 years. It was enacted to allow people over the
age of 18 who have a terminal disease, to choose to end their life. It may seem reasonable, considering the
potential pain and suffering, to allow an adult to make his or her own conscious decision to end his or her life.
However, as with all “progressive” socialist ideas, current laws never seem to go far enough: Now the Socialist
Party in Belgium is proposing a bill that would extend the current euthanasia law to include minors with
incurable or terminal illnesses….as well as adults suffering with Alzheimer’s disease. (Who else will be next?)
Of course, a panel of “professionals” will review their cases prior to granting permission to be euthanized.
(Now where have we heard that before?) Is it really “crazy” to think that “death panels” will exist here in the
U.S. in our lifetime? For those who think, “it can’t happen here,” the New Jersey Assembly is currently
considering a measure (A3328) similar to Belgium’s law. Already, three other states — Washington, Oregon
and Montana — allow doctor-assisted suicide.
Secondly, I am sure we all either said prayers, shed tears or both when we heard about the horrific mass murder
of 20 kindergarten children and six adults in Newtown, Connecticut, just before Christmas. This tragedy will be
a lightning rod for debate for years to come, as we point fingers and try to figure out how to make sure
something like this never happens again. And well we should. But why do we not see the same problem-solving
concern and outrage over “legalized” abortion? Since 1973, abortion has taken the lives of more than 50 million
babies in the United States alone, with the full consent of none other than their own mothers and the permission
of their government. A baby is aborted every 18 seconds, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, so in the time it took
you to read this article, another six babies have been added to the body count.
The Connecticut murders and the death toll from Roe v. Wade have one common thread: Innocent children
were murdered by a person who CHOSE to kill them. In both situations, the children had NO say in the matter.
Why do we say the Connecticut victims were murdered, but abortion’s victims are “just statistics”? Did any of
us over the age of 50 expect that our country would be in the state that it is now? In 1960, did any of us imagine
that God would be forced out of our schools and our communities? In a country that declared at its founding
that all men are endowed by their Creator with unalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness…in a country that declared that government is instituted to secure those rights, we have instead
allowed our government to gradually be given more and more power to destroy life without consent. What does
that mean for the future of our country? More importantly, what does it mean for our eternal happiness,
especially the eternal happiness of the women who “choose” abortion? First contraception, then abortion, now
assisted suicide…a slippery slope indeed…to where?

John C. Brower, PGK
Right to Life Chairman
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* Bulletin Board *
CHAMPIONSHIP FOOTBALL - JAN 20TH
Championship football begins in the middle of January. Don’t miss the exciting action as the Giants look to work their way
nd
back to the Superbowl but they will have some tough competition to get there. There will be a halftime buffet for the 2
playoff game of the day so be sure to come down and enjoy the food and game with your friends. Just be sure to have all
guests sign in to the book.

PGK DINNER – JANUARY 26TH 2013 6:00PM
Come out and show your support and appreciation for our PGK James K. Sullivan. This event is a great way to enjoy
some food, entertainment and presentations celebrating the great work that Jim did during his term as our Grand Knight.
The event is being run by PGK, PFN Paul Tornanbe and PGK, PFN John Hunt, Tickets to the event should be arriving
shortly; please make every effort to attend.

SUPERBOWL BREAKFAST – FEBUARY 3RD
Brother Bob Banasiak will be serving some gridiron greats like omelets, pancakes, eggs and bacon to name a few. These
are all great game day starters to get you pumped up for the big game. Come down and support the breakfast and help
support your club as well. If you can’t make it, feel free to send in a donation for the breakfast to help us defray the cost of
the food being served. If you have time and would like to help out with the breakfast please contact Bob Banasiak.

SUPERBOWL PARTY – FEBRUARY 3RD 6:00PM
Come down and watch the big game in the hall and enjoy great food catered from Ed Lenart and crew. This is a great
event that helps the club raise money for other great causes, including its own bills.

ASH WEDNESDAY FISH DINNER – FEBRUARY 13TH 4PM -7PM
This event has been one of our great success stories as more dinners are being served each year and this can be
attributed to some fine food cooked and served by Knights, Jim Jones, Frank Sokloski and others. Thanks guys for your
help and all other Knights we all look for another delicious fish dinner. If you can cook or would like to help prepare the
fish and other foods feel free to reach out Frank Sokloski.

BENEFIT FOR BABIES AND WOMAN – FEB 23RD 6:00PM
On Saturday February 23rd the Knights of Columbus and Friends will be hosting a special event to support the Perth
Amboy Pregnancy Crises Center and a Woman’s Shelter (Great Expectations) that Father Charlie has spoken about in
the past. We are looking for folks to drop by with baby bottles, baby wipes, hooded towels, receiving blankets, onesies
(newborn size), sleepers (newborn size), bibs, mittens (newborn), and diapers (newborn size or small). Come down and
drop of your donation and support the great organizations in need. Please check back with me in regards to what to
donate for Great Expectations.
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DIGITAL ONLINE NEWSLETTER NOTICE
The Council will be transitioning to a digital/email newsletter. Due to the costs
of printing and mailing, as well as the erratic delivery performance related to bulk
mail, we are forced to make this move.
 Please note we will still print and mail a limited number of newsletters.
 Newsletters will continue to be available in the Bar.
 Those members wishing to receive a newsletter by mail must contact
Jim Matits by mailing the form below or calling 732-874-2170.
 Our goal is to get to a reasonable number of mailed newsletters that can
be easily and economically handled with 1st class mail.
 If you have an email address, please forward that to us as well!
Even if you want the mailed newsletter, we can get important
communications out quickly by email.
 Newsletters are also available for download on our website:

www.woodbridgekofc.org or www.kofc857.org

DIGITAL NEWSLETTER RESPONSE FORM
Mail to: Knights of Columbus 130 Main Street, Woodbrdige NJ 07095
Attn: Jim Matits GK

NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE #: _______________________ E-MAIL ADDRESS_______________________________________
Please Continue Mailing My Newsletter.

Please eMail My Newsletter at the email above

Please check the appropriate box
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Council #857 - Upcoming Events
January
1
8
15
26
February
3
3
5
12
13
19
23
March
5
8
10
12
19

No Social Meeting – Happy New Year
Officers Meeting
Business Meeting
PGK Dinner – Jim Sullivan

8:00 PM
8:00 PM
6:00 PM

Superbowl Breakfast
Super bowl Party
Social Meeting – Perth Amboy Crises Pregnancy
Center
Officers Meeting
Ash Wednesday Fish Dinner
Business Meeting
Baby and Woman’s Benefit

8AM-12PM
6:00 PM

Social Meeting – Special Guest & light food
Appreciation Night Function
St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Officers Meeting
Business Meeting

8:00 PM
6:00 PM
12:00pm - ???
8:00 PM
8:00 PM

8:00 PM
6:00 PM
4:00 PM-7:00PM
8:00 PM
6:00 PM

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Council #857 is in the process of updating our database. In order to improve communication with the membership
regarding upcoming events, degrees ceremonies, and members sick or in distress, etc., we find our mailing list is not as
efficient or effective as we would like it to be. Please fill out the questionnaire below so we can update our files and fulfill
our promise to keep you as updated as possible. You can mail this form back to the council home: 130 Main Street,
Woodbridge, NJ 07095, or call our membership director Robert Golden, PGK at 732-596-2115 or send an e-mail to
RobertGolden@TopProducer.com.

NAME:__________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE #: _______________________ E-MAIL ADDRESS_______________________________________
ARE YOU? (CIRCLE ONE)

1ST DEGREE

2nd DEGREE

3RD DEGREE

4TH DEGREE
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* SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO SUPPORT US! *
Costello-Greiner Funeral
Home
44 Green Street
Woodbridge, NJ 07095
732-634-0264
Patrick J. Costello, Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 3871

LA PENTA OIL
Burners Installed and Serviced
Oil Distributor
Tank Protection Program
255 Grove Street
Woodbridge, NJ 07095
732-634-0888

Dugász & Brower
A R C H I T E C T S

John C Brower, AIA, NCARB
24 Egan Avenue, Fords, NJ
NJ Lic. No.: 14325

732-738-5066

Strawberry’s
Pub & Pizza
FAMILY DINING
110 Amboy Avenue, Woodbridge
Phone: 634-3131 Fax: 634-2421
New York Style Pizza

NEVES JEWELERS
NEW JERSEY’S DIAMOND CENTER
DIRECT IMPORTERS
Designers Manufacturers Fine Jewelry Watches

LEE NEVES - PRESIDENT
1-800-479-1086
Shrewsberry
Woodbridge
732-741-7757 732-634-1086

Aberdeen
732-583-2000

LEON J. GERITY
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
411 Amboy Ave.
Woodbridge, NJ 07095

JCBrower@DBArchPC.com

Mary Anne Sullivan, Sr. Director
NJ Lic. 3830

www.DBArchPC.com

1-732-634-2818

OWEN S. DUNIGAN & CO.
Plumbing & Heating

STEWART’S

Root Beer

Mr. James Juarez
Woodbridge 732-634-0630
Rahway 732-381-4544
Metuchen 732-494-5251

347 Jacques Ave, Rahway, NJ
Carl Gargano 732-388-2080
Open All Year Round

Carpet Place

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
INSURANCE

Flooring Specialty Store

Robert Golden

Inman Grove Shopping Center

Realtor Associate
Direct (732) 596-2115
Cell (908) 930-1017
“Look for another Golden
Opportunity”

1101 Inman Avenue
Edison NJ 08820
Tel: 908-668-0784
Fax: 908-668-0795

TRUST YOUR FUTURE
“TO US”

James Fischetti, Field Agent
Phone: 917-573-9751

www.CarpetPlaceNJ.com

WeightWatchers – Stop Dieting, Start Living
Losing weight is closer than you think
Woodbridge Knights of Columbus – 130 Main Street
Monday @ 6:00 PM & Thursday @ 5:30 PM
(Weigh-in begins 30 minutes prior to meeting)
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For the latest information on all events and our council, visit our website at:

www.WoodbridgeKofC.org
If you are planning on moving, please notify the council with your
new address so you don’t miss any issues of the newsletter!

